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Map and photograph from 
Richmond Field Station Working 

Paper, U.C.Berkeley, 2002. 



Harding grass in RFS grassland 
 

•Association with cessation of mowing? 

•Effect on soil topography 

•Association with water table? 





Locally rare and significant species 



Prioritization and control of 
Harding grass 

1. Prioritization: done through development of an 
innovative monitoring program  

2. Control: experimentation with over 7 different 
methods 













Experimental control methods 

• Hand Removal 

• Herbicide: one application, May 

• Straw mulch 

• Mowing & brushcutting 

• Scraping 

• Limited experience: Hydro-mechanical 
obliteration, herbicide followed by sheet mulch, 
carpet cover 



Hand removal 







Herbicide, one application  



Straw mulch  



Mowing and brushcutting  



Scraping 









Hydro-mechanical obliteration
  



Other treatments 

• Herbicide followed by sheet mulch 

• Carpet cover 



Conclusions 
• Resources are limited! Must prioritize 

• Hand removal: effective but not practical  

• Herbicide: to be determined 

• Straw mulch: effective in conjunction with 
other treatments 

• Mowing & Brushcutting: useful 

• Scraping: promising 

• Hydro-mechanical obliteration: initially 
disappointing... 
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